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By Susan Watson

Thierry V. Sommer and 
Associates is the place 

to go for whatever your 
financial planning needs 
might be. Are you a young 
couple getting started and 
considering the best way 
to save for your future and 
that of your future chil-
dren? Maybe you’re saving 
for retirement and you 
need advice about what to 
do with those 401Ks and 
IRAs. Perhaps you’re a 
wealthy individual looking 
for timely investment ideas 
to preserve or make more 
income. Thierry V. Som-
mer and Associates prides 
itself on meeting the indi-
vidual needs of each client, 
no matter where they are 
on the financial spec-
trum. They 
get to know 
each client, 
determine a 
client’s per-
sonal vision, 
and they 
will then 
“pull out” 
that vision 
and make it 
into a plan 
towards a 
goal. 

Thierry 
Sommer is 
a Farragut 
graduate, 
with his 
economics major from 
UT. His associates include 
Kanya Mullins, whose 
background is in the real 
estate and mortgage busi-
ness, and Sarah Harville, 
who has a background in 
banking. Sarah, Kanya 
and Thierry bring a wide 
range of expertise to what 
they do. They’ve got the 
knowledge to be able to 
help each client once his/

Kanya Mullins, Thierry Sommer, and 
Sarah Harville

‘Your financial future is
our No. 1 investment’

her goals are determined. 
How soon a client needs 
results and how much 
risk a client can take are 
always considered. As Thi-
erry says, investment can 
be seen as a road trip to 

Atlanta 
– I-75 
is filled 
with 
people 
heading 
to Atlanta 
with dif-
ferent 
purposes, 
differ-
ent time 
restraints 
and dif-
ferent ex-
pectations 
for the trip. 
The invest-

ment highway needs to be 
just as individualized.

At Thierry V. Som-
mer and Associates, the 
work doesn’t stop once 
a financial plan is devel-
oped for the client. Their 
business is to maintain a 
personal relationship with 
you and to keep your plan 
on target, adjusting it as 
needed. They’re with their 
clients for the long-haul, 

and as your goals may 
change, they’re consistently 
monitoring your accounts 
making sure you’re always 
in the right place and on 
the right track.

Thierry and his asso-
ciates are committed to 
helping clients learn to 
respect their money. They 
treat a millionaire as 
if every nickel is his 
or her last nickel, and 
they treat a client with 
just a little money as if 
he’s eventually going 
to become a million-
aire. Call Thierry Som-
mer and Associates for 
assistance in making your 
finances – big or small 
– work for you. Whether 
your need is saving for col-
lege, investing for retire-
ment, investing to secure 
your income or generating 
more income, Thierry 
Sommer is interested in 
a long-term relationship 
with you that will give you 
financial peace of mind. 
There’s no one-size-fits-
all, and Thierry Sommer 
doesn’t have a certain line 
of investment products to 
sell. Your financial future 
is their No. 1 investment 
and they’re here to help!

Collaborative law: a common sense approach
By Susan Watson

Collaborative law is a non-adver-
sarial problem solving ap-

proach to resolving legal disputes. 
In collaborative law, each party is 
represented by a specially trained 
attorney whose job it is to facilitate a win/
win settlement. Four-way meetings take 
place with the two parties and their two 
lawyers sitting at the same table. The 
process focuses on the future rather than 
the past, and on rebuilding relationships 
rather than finding fault. It differs from 
traditional mediation since the clients’ 
attorneys are actually the mediators 
themselves, unlike “shuttle mediation” 
where one independent mediator deals 
with both sets of clients.

Attorneys have now been trained in 
collaborative law in 35 states, includ-
ing Tennessee. The process has 
been practiced in divorce settings 
for more than 20 years and has 
expanded to other legal matters 
beyond family law. The heart of the 
process is the “collaborative commit-
ment” which is signed by all parties. In 
this contract the two attorneys promise 
they will not use any litigation tools or 
take an adversarial posture with each 
other or with the clients. Collaborative 
attorneys advocate for their own client’s 
interest, but in a more transparent 
and less hostile way.

In the contract, the attorneys 
also agree that they will not go 
to court. Without the threat of court, 
everyone is better able to “think outside 
the box” and create solutions that are 
unique to their situation, not necessar-
ily what a judge would do. Resulting 
agreements are often more flexible and 

creative and are more endur-
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ing since the client is fully invested 
in coming up with the solutions. This 
type of divorce helps parents develop 
the tools to communicate which then 
assists in helping their children work 
more smoothly through a difficult situ-
ation. This is quite different from the 

By Anne Hart

This may not be the 
season when you usu-

ally think about mulching, 
but wouldn’t it be great to 
be ahead of the curve and 
have extra time and money 
to devote to growing things 
next spring – and for many 
more springs to come? 

If so, Magic Mulch on 
Sutherland Avenue is the 
place for you. 

Wendy and Troy Wilson 
have the solutions to your 
mulching issues. They 
love telling the story of 
their amazing eco-friendly 
product, and they are of-
fering a 10 percent product 
discount or free delivery, 
whichever you prefer, dur-
ing the fall months.

Magic Mulch is produced 
from 100 percent recycled 
rubber – and the most sur-
prising thing about it is that 
because of its realistic colors 
and texture, you absolutely 
cannot tell by looking at it 
that it’s not the real thing 
made from wood chips. 

But that’s not all. It has 
a life span of about 10 years 
in full sun. It doesn’t fade; 

won’t “bleed” onto your side-
walk or driveway; doesn’t 
attract termites, carpenter 
ants or other insects; doesn’t 
compact; won’t rot; isn’t a 
breeding ground for mold or 
fungus; isn’t dusty; and has 
no smell whatsoever.

What it does do is stay in 
place, rather than shifting 
and floating around like 
wood mulch often does 
during a heavy rain. It also 

preserves ground 
moisture, because 
water runs through 
it rather than be-
ing absorbed by it, 
which means you 
can cut down on 

watering in dry weather. 
In addition, your weed-

ing may be drastically re-
duced where this product is 
spread, because when seeds 
fall on top of Magic Mulch, 
they can’t germinate. 

Magic Mulch comes in 
several colors, including 
brown, red and the most 
popular – black.

The Wilsons sell a product 
called Textraw, made from 
recycled water bottles, which 
looks identical to pine straw 
in color and texture, and 
has the same benefits of the 
other Magic Mulch products.

Magic Mulch is also 
in wide use for children’s 
playgrounds and provides 
exceptional safety factors. 

It is rated the safest rubber 
mulch and groundcover for 
playgrounds, exceeding the 
standards set by the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission. Testing indi-
cates that a 6-inch depth 
of the product absorbs the 
impact of a 12-foot fall.

It also provides superior 
drainage and minimizes 
dust, keeping children 
clean while they play.

According to Wendy Wil-
son, both homeowners and 
landscape professionals say 
Magic Mulch is far easier to 
apply than wood mulch. “It 
comes in 60-pound bags. 
You just put the bag where 
you want it, open it up and 
spread it.”

Other Magic Mulch prod-
ucts are borders and pavers, 
including a style that looks 
exactly like brick and is easy 
to install as stepping stones 
or even as a patio.

Magic Mulch has free 
samples available and will 
visit your site for con-
sultation. They do both 
residential and commercial 
applications.

Store hours during the 
fall months are 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday. Call for an 
appointment on Monday, 
Wednesday and Saturday. 
The Wilsons say they are 
always available by phone. 

Wendy Wilson with a bundle of the eco-friendly pine 
straw sold by Magic Mulch.
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Magic Mulch

Collaborative attorneys 
advocate for their own 
client’s interest, but in a 
more transparent and 
less hostile way.

“scorched earth” type of divorce some 
families must go through.

If the collaborative process breaks 
down and litigation is required to reach a 
settlement, the attorneys must withdraw. 
The goal of the collaborative lawyer is 
therefore the same as the client’s goal – 
to reach settlement.

The collaborative process can usu-
ally be completed in weeks or months, 
rather than the months or years often 
required in litigated cases. It is gener-
ally less costly, and solutions established 
in the settlement are better understood 
and more “user friendly” to the clients 
involved. Collaborative law offers a win/
win opportunity to people facing difficult 
legal differences.

There are currently four attorneys 
in the Knoxville area who have been 
trained and certified in collaborative law. 
Lisa Collins Werner, Jacqueline Kittrell, 
Ann Barker and Natalie LeVasseur are 
experienced lawyers who are committed 
to the efficient common sense approach 
to solving disputes that this process of-
fers. Their contact information is listed 
below. If you are in a situation that could 
be resolved by this unique approach to 
solving disputes, please call any of them 
for more information about this form of 
representation. 

Attorneys Jacqueline O. Kittrell, 
Natalie LeVasseur, Lisa Collins 
Werner, and Ann Barker


